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(54) PROPYLENE CARBONATE RECOVERY PROCESS 
(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To provide a recovery process for cyclic alkylene 
carbonates such as propylene carbonate from an effluent stream of 
a process for removing an org. photoresist material from substrates 
by using a cyclic alkylene carbonate. 
CONSTITUTION: In the recovery process, a cyclic alkylene 
carijonate effluent is fed to a heat exchanger, and separated into (i) 
water and volatiles and (ii) a cyclic alkylene carbonate. In the 
process, the concn. of water in the cyclic alkylene carbonate is 
lowered to a level which is low enough to substantially avoid 
hydrolysis of the cyclic alkylene carbonate to the corresponding 
glycol. The dehydrated cyclic alkylene carbonate is evaporated to 
separate the cyclic alkylene carbonate from high b.p. materials and 
polymer solids. The dehydrated cyclic alkylene carbonate is 
separated into (i) a alkylene carbonate fraction and (ii) a photoresist 
solids fraction. 
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